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Phot. 1. Flowers of Opium Poppy

Left;  Papaver somuniferum var. Turkish
Right; P. setigerum DC (Cited from Kenmochi K®)

Phot. 2. Capusule or ball of Opium Poppy

Left; Iran species of P. somuniferum

Middle ; Turkish species of P. somuniferum

Right; Ikkan-shu variety of P. somuniferum. (Cited from Kenmochi®)
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Cultivation of Opium Poppy (Papaver spp.) and History of Opium
—A study on Origin and Diversity of Opium Poppy—

Maki NARITA, Mahito HUKUDA, Katsutoshi HIRAI and Akio UJIHARA*®

Graduate School of Languages and Cultures, Nagoya University
*Faculty of Agriculture, Shinshu University

Summary

This study describes the origin and diversity of opium poppy (Papaver spp.) and also its cultivation
and uses. Opium, which is defined as one of the narcotic drugs under the international drug control treaties
by notifying Governments, the World Health Organization (WHO) or the International Narcotics Control
Board (INCB), means the coagulated resin of opium poppy and its processed substance (excluding any
of those manufactured as a medicine). Further, this paper shows the agricultural descriptions of opium
poppy and the historical studies of origin and cultivation in Japan. In addition, the medical and recrea-
tional uses of opium and the history of legal control on the use have been also discussed.

In this paper, three issues are carefully discussed with reviewing the studies on the origin and diversity
of opium poppy in the world. Those are: (1) The Origin of Opium Poppy in the World and Preceding
Agricultural Studies of Opium Poppy, (2) Historical Approaches for the Peculiarities about Medical and
Narcotic Uses of Opium and (3) Opium Poppy Cultivation and Opium History in Japan. The propose of
this study is to reveal the opium history in Japan.

Key word : Papaver spp., Opium, Origin, Diversity, Cultivation, Legal Control



