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Yearly changes in seasonal habitat use by a male Asiatic black bear culled during the

year of autumn mass sightings in Matsumoto, Nagano

Akiko TAKIT* and Shigeyuki IZUMIYAMA*
*Institute of Mountain Science, Shinshu University

Summary

During 2014, autumn mass sightings of Asiatic black bears occurred in central Nagano Prefecture.
Although mass sightings occurred several times in the past years, there was no study on the habitat use
of the bear during such years. Our objective was to illustrate the yearly changes of seasonal home range
and habitat use of 8-year old adult male bear, which was captured in 2012 and culled during the autumn
of 2014. The overlap ratio of yearly autumn core area of this bear was lower than spring and summer. This
bear utilized different elevation during autumn of 2012-2014. During autumn of 2014, this bear utilized the
lowest elevation and approached near urban area. It seemed that these behaviors were affected by the
changes in autumn food resource. In order to avoid the intrusion of bears into urban area, it is necessary

to clear the riparian forests, which is utilized by bears as a migratory path.

Key words : Asiatic black bear, GPS telemetry, habitat use, home range, Nagano Prefecture



