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Disappeared species from herb layer of matured Japanese cypress

plantation after 14 years from heavy thinning

Tetsuoh SHIROTA*, Takahiro MORIMOTO*, Kazuki MARUYAMA* and Tetsuo OKANO*
* Department of Forest Science, Faculty of Agriculture, Shinshu University

Summary

We surveyed dynamics of species composition in herb layer for 14 years in 76 years old Japanese
cypress plantation. Thirty species were disappeared, fourteen species were appeared newly, and nine
species have continued to exist. Ten of thirty disappeared species in herb layer grow up to be found in
understory layer. Six of twenty disappeared species in both herb and understory layer were also found in

seed bank and the other 14 species were completely disappeared from surveyed stand.

Key word : matured Japanese cypress stand, heavy-thinning, ground layer vegetation, seed bank, species

composition





