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A Case of Intrabronchial Gauze Removed by Bronchoscopy

Kei KiTAHARA, Akira HOrIucHI, Masashige MORITA, Shin TAKAYAMA and Masaaki NAGASAKI
Department of Internal Medicine, Showa Inan Generval Hospital

A 68-year-old man was admitted because of slight fever, productive cough and fatigue. He had not

undergone thoracic surgery, although subtotal gastrectomy was performed 32 years ago. The chest X-ray and

CT suggested left lung abscess. Bronchoscopy revealed pieces of gauze intrabronchially, and they were

removed by transbronchial procedures. After the removal of the gauze, his symptoms subsided.

As the patient had never had thoracotomy, it was considered that the pieces of gauze, which were left in

the abdomen at gastrectomy, moved into the thoracic cavity via the diaphragm and made a fistula to the
bronchial tree, where they were found as an intrabronchial foreign body. Shinshu Med J 51 : 157 — 160, 2003
(Received for publication October 1, 2002 ; accepted in revised form February 17, 2003)
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Hematology
WBC 10880/ 1
Neut 76.5%
Lymph  17.2%

Mono 3.9%

Eos 2.3%

Baso 0.1%

Hb 10.5g/dl

Plt 31.1X10%/ 4l
Immunology

CRP 17.18mg/dl

Tumor marker
SCC 1.9ng/ml
CEA 1.00ng/ml

Blood Chemistry

TP
ALB
GOT
GPT
LDH
ALP
y-GTP
ChE

T. Bil
T. Chol
BUN
Cr

Na

K

Cl

6.9g/dl
3.2¢g/dl
171U/1
131U/1
1131U/1
2151U/1
191U/1
1521U/1
0.7mg/dl
111mg/dl
12mg/dl
0.7mg/dl
137mEq/1
4.2mEq/1
110mEq/1
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