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Summary

The Kilombero Valley is located in the Southern-Central part of Tanzania and covers an area of about

11,600 km?. Although rice cultivation has been the region’s primary method of subsistence since before the

country’s independence in 1961, it expanded quickly after the economic liberalization that occurred in

1986. Moreover, many agro-pastoralists have immigrated into the Kilombero Valley since the 1980s ; as

such, cattle breeding has become another prosperous method of subsistence.

While the Kilombero Valley is an important food production area, it is also abundant with nature, and
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is a habitat for large mammals, birds, and fish. Therefore, the Tanzanian government enacted a preserva-
tion policy in the early 2000s. While the government promoted these environmental conservation policies,
the residents of the Kilombero Valley continued to expand their subsistence activities, often resulting in
opposition.

Meanwhile, people who were not current residents of Kilombero acquired land rights that aligned with
the environmental preservation policy and these new owners restricted local residents’ entry to land that
was previously used for subsistence. Residents of the Kilombero Valley were then restricted to land
located near the conservation areas via the natural preservation policy. As land occupancy by outsiders
increased, accessibility of residents to subsistence land in the Kilombero Valley decreased.

These situations caused Kilombero residents to be passive regarding the environmental preservation
policy. When they conflicted against the policy, many outsiders would suddenly occupy large regions of
land.

In the future, it will be necessary for the residents of the Kilombero Valley to expand their agriculture
and cattle breeding practices while also conserving the environment. If residents do not cooperate with
government, outsider occupants will continue to increase. This study shows that community conservation

initiatives in cooperation with the government are important to sustainable rural community development.

Key word : Africa, swamp utilization, land problem, rice cultivation, cattle breeding



