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Genetic Resources Management of Local Varieties by Small Scale Seed Company and
Possibility of Participatory Variety Selection Adapted to Local Environments
— A Case Study in the Netherlands —

Kazuhiro NEMOTO and Yoshiaki NISHIKAWA*
Advanced Course of Sciences of Functional Foods, Graduate School of Agriculture,
Shinshu University

*Graduate School of International Development, Nagoya University

Summary

In 2005, we surveyed genetic resources management of local varieties of crops and vegetables in the
Netherlands. As the object of the survey, we selected two organizations and an individual; 1. de Bolster,
a small seed company which deals with only open pollinated varieties of many kinds of crops, vegetables
and flowers, 2. Louis Bolk Institute, a private organization which carries out research and consulting on
organic farming and also provides knowledge and skill to farmers through the training course on seed
production and breeding and 3. Ms. van Oostwaard, the manager of de Horsterhof farm which directly
delivers its products to subscribed consumers, started variety selection of cabbage for her local environ-
ment after finishing the Louis Bolk training course.

In the Netherlands, a few private seed companies keep local varieties of vegetables for selection
materials and farmers can obtain knowledge and skill for participatory variety selection from a research
organization. Above situation enables farmers to participate in variety selection of vegetables which are

adapted to their local environments.

Key word: genetic resources management, open pollinated variety, the Netherlands, local variety,

participatory variety selection



