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A Study of Plant Change in Mountain Paddy Embankment Management
—The Case of Hiji Area of Hase Village 11—

Seigo ITon* and Takuo BABA**
Laboratory of Landscape Architecture*, Laboratory of Forest Plant**, Department of

Forest Science, Faculty of Agriculture, Shinshu Univercity

Summary

The species and volume of wild grasses on enbankment slopes has already been
searched. Paddies in use require the upkeep of the enbankments, but today in mountain-
ous areas where labour is scarce the upkeep of paddy enbankments is kept to the bare
minimum. In extreme cases where paddies are disused and the enbankments left
untended they have reverted to their natural state and even been the cause of change.
On the other hand there are areas where the clearing of wild grasses for compost and
other uses still continues. These varying management systems account for the existance
of many varying enbankment plants. The wide enbankments of mountain paddies are
made up of various plant communities and the ebb and flow is brought about by the
change in dominant species from spring, through summer to fall. This study looks at the
relationship between the enbankment plant communities, seasonal changes and mowing
work. This study is important for the development of management systems which take
into account both the labour in mountain villages and the type of plants.

(Jour. Fac. Agric. Shinshu Univ. 30 : 89—113, 1993)
Key words: enbankment slope, paddy field, mowing work, plant succession, plant
community, grass maragement
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