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Qutward Appearance of Kiso Horses

Hirotada TsuiI

Laboratory of Animal Breeding and Reproduction,
Faculty of Agriculture, Shinshu University

The improvement of Kiso horses and the reproduction of improved species
were begun approximately 100 years ago by mating with stallions of the Euro-
pean origin. This resulted in the creation of enlarged body size but at the same
time in the gradual disappearance of traits as a farm animal suited for labor in
mountainous districts. Reversion to original pure Kiso horses has been attem-
pted since approximately 40 years ago. This paper describes the outward chara-
cteristics of recent Kiso horses. The head, which constitutes the feature of
original Kiso horses, had a protruding forehead and was depressed in the subo-
cular region like the convex profile of a sheep’s head in 73.3% of the Kiso horses
examined. The croup was bulged over the center of the upper line and had a
square hip bone with a depressed muscle area in between. This type of buckw-
heat chaff shaped croup was found in 73.3%. On observing the formation of
forelegs, 78.3% had extraverted hoofs which were narrower in distance than
the distance of the forearms. On examining the formation of hindlegs, the X-
legged conformation with inward-bent hock joints was observed in 86%. On
the other hand, the traces of European horses were still existent in some of the
Kiso horses examined, namely, straight head in 11.7%, round croup in 26.7%,
wide coformation of the front legs in 10% and normal stand of the rear legs
in 10%. (Jour. Fac. Agric. Shinshu Univ. 25: 53-58, 1988)
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Straight head Sheep's head Half-ram head Others

No. 7 44 8 1
% 11.7 73.3 13.3 1.7

Fig. 1 Conformation features in the head as viewed from the side,

Round croup buckwheat chaff pig croup others
No. 16 44 . 0 0
% 26.7 73.3 0 0

Fig. 2 Conformation features in the croup as viewed from the rear.
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Fig. 3 Conformation features in the front legs as viewed from
the front.

Normal Cow-hocked Stands wide Others
No. 6 51 2 1
% 10 86 3.3 1.7

Fig. 4 Conformation features in the rear legs as viewed
from the rear.
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Fig. 5 General contormation of Kiso horse.
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