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An investigation of an accident that an Asiatic black bear attacked on

humans in Yamanouchi town, Nagano.
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Summary

An Asiatic black bear attacked on 4 humans in Yamanouchi town, northern Nagano, on October 19,
2011, although the annual numbers of witness of bears, bear attacks on humans and culling bears were
estimated average, not compared with the bear rushed years, 2006 and 2010 in Nagano Prefecture. We
investigated causes of the accident with methods of hearing the first sufferer, accidental site survey, age
estimation and feeding habit analysis by stable isotopes. The attacked male bear probably stayed in
natural habitat. However, the bear was presumed to roam down to human habitation areas because it
became senile, and then accidentally met a human to attack him. This was followed by intrusion into a

residential quarter to attack 3 more humans probably with its panic behavior.

Key words : Asiatic black bear, conflict ; intrusion ; accident





