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Reverdin’s Lycacides argyrognomon

S E

Experiments to reestablish the population of an endangered butterfly, Lycaeides

argyrognomon (Lepidoptera : Lycaenidae) in the campus of Faculty of Agriculture,

Shinshu University

Takahiro NAKANO, Keiko KoDA and Hiroshi NAKAMURA

Education and Research Center of Alpine Field Science, Faculty of Agriculture,

Shinshu University, Minamiminowa, Nagano 399-4598, Japan

Summary

An endangered butterfly, Lycaeides argyrognomon is a species endemic to Honshu in Japan and is

distributed in Kanto and Chubu District. The objective of this study was the establishment of a technique

to settle this butterfly in the field conditions artificially. Experiments were carried out twice to reestablish

the population of L. argyrognomon at the preservation areas in the campus of Faculty of Agriculture,
Shinshu University where this butterfly had inhabited till 2004. First, adult females laid 176 eggs on the
host plants, Indigofera pseudo-tinctoria, from June 1 to 4 in 2010. Out of them, 4 adults (3 males and 1

female) were observed to grow up and to emerge. The survival rate from egg to adult was 2.3 percent. The

percentage of eggs laid on leaves, twigs, sprays and buds were 55.19, 5.79, 15.3% and 23.99, respectively.
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Second, adult females laid 702 eggs on the host plants from June 30 to August 16 in 2010. Out of them, 20
adults (12 males and 8 female) were observed to grow up and to emerge. The survival rate from egg to
adult was 2.8 percent. Sixty percent of mortality in the egg stage was caused by egg parasitoid wasps,
Trichograma spp.

Key word : Lycacides argyrognomon, campus of Faculty of Agriculture, Shinshu University,

preservation areas, reestablishment of population





