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GPS tracking of Sika deer which inhabits the sub-alpine zone
in the Southern Japan Alps

Shigeyuki IzuMiyAMA*, Takashi MocHIZUKI** and Akiko TAKII***
*Faculty of Agriculture, Shinshu university
** Akatsuki wild animal research institute
***Wild animal research laboratory

Summary

GPS tracking of Sika deer (Cervus nippon) inhabits the Southern Japan Alps. Two male adults were
captured, and GPS collar was equipped with and released at the Kitazawa pass (2,030m) in Hase Ina
-city, Nagano prefecture in October, 2007. The capture point was an evergreen coniferous forest of the
Sub-alpine zone lower part. Although No. 1 individual moved to along the Southern Japan Alps path
through a wood in the lower stream and used the grassy place along which the path through a wood
ran, it died near 1,500m in next year February. On the other hand, No. 2 individual moved in the
different direction, moved to the Mountain zone (1,400~1,700m) of the Mt. Hinatayama of Hokuto
city, Hakushu, and passed the winter. Movement to home range area of summer took place in June.
The Betula forest of the 2,400~2,700m Sub-alpine zone upper part of Shizuoka prefecture was used
during the summer. Movement of autumn took place in October. By using GPS collar, the detailed

move course of Sika deer which was not found became clear in pursuit by VHF collar.

Key word : GPS tracking, Sika deer, sub-alpine zone, Southern Japan Alps, seasonal range use





