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Summary

Questionnaire survey on on-site calving management and mortality of dairy cattle

Kanji Matsui, Mai Yamada, Ken-ichi Takeda, Tomotsugu Takahashi
Division of Food Production Science, Faculty of Agriculture, Shinshu

University, Minamiminowa, Kamiina, Nagano 399-4598, Japan

A questionnaire survey of on-site calving management and natal accidents of dairy cattle was carried
out by Ina Dairy Association in Nagano Prefecture in 2005. An average 64.2 head were raised per farm
and the tie stall feeding system was used by 89% of the farms. Some 25.99§ had their own calving pens,
the calving patrol rate was 609, and the average delivery assistance rate was 39.195. The incidence of
fatal accidents at calving was 6.79% in the calves born, and 2.49 among cattle in labor. The causes of
death of the calves born were mainly difficult calving and twins. There were many accidents which could
have been prevented by the presence at birth and proper treatment by breeders. The cause of death among
cattle in labor included many diseases of metabolic abnormalities with stress in the perinatal period. The
incidence of these fatal calving accidents was virtually unrelated to the execution of patrol, but these rates
were lower for farms with a higher delivery assistance rate. At farms with a relatively large number of

cattle, the utilization of a calving monitoring apparatus was desired for the prevention of fatal accidents.

Key word : calving management, delivery assistance, dairy cattle, calving mortality



