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Collapse Deposits of the Sanozakayama Hills on the North
Coast of Lake Aoki, Nagano Prefecture

N. YaMASHITA, T. KosakA and K. YANO

Department of Geology, Faculty of Science,
Shinshu University
(Received October 31, 1985)

Three lakes, called “Three Lakes of Nishina”, are arranged from north to south
in the valley of the Itoigawa-Shizuoka Tectonic Line of northwestern Nagano
Prefecture. Lake Aoki, the northernmost of the three, is bounded, on the north, by the
hills of Sanozakayama. The geology of these hills has variously been interpreted on
account of very poor exposure.

The writers found that the hills are composed nearly exclusively of angular
boulders of metamorphosed andesitic rocks. The largest of the boulders attains 2.5 m
in diameter. The surface of the hills is characterized by undulatory topography with
several depressions. They are vacunt, and have no water therein. As the result of their
survey, especially on the slope to the west of the lake, the writers have arrived at the
conclusion that the hills are nothing other than a colossal heap of angular boulders that
had fallen down from the precipitous cliffs to the west.

Similar deposits are known around Sierre in the upper stream of the Rhone valley
in Switzerland, and are introduced here according to the paper by M. Burri (1955).
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