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Trends and Current Status of the 11.8.
Fiber- Textile-Apparel Industry

D.R. Buchanan
North Carolina State University, College of Textiles

The U.S. fiber-textile-apparel industry continues to undergo major
changes in organization and in ways of doing business. The important
issues for today's industry are: restructuring is starting to repair the
damage of the takeover craze of the 1980's, and some of those companies
are repaining strength and profitability. Import penetration in certain

markets remains of great concern, but there is some evidence that Quick

Response styles of doing business are starting to affect the import picture.
Some American companies are learning to export, as well as to establish
manufacturing operations overseas. Partnerships by the industry through
AMTEX, as well as with universities and some federal agencies are
emerating as strong advantages for certain companies. Finally, the U.S.
economy is operating on a positive note at this time, and strong consumer

purchasing decisions are aiding the general health of the industry.
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