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Summary

A Study of J. H. von Thiinen (Part I); The Concept of
Land Rent by J. H. von Thiinen

Masaji Miyasaka*
(Received September 22, 1978)

The author studied characteristics of the Isolated State described by J. H.
von Thiinen. J. H. von Thiinen drew the following hypotheses in the Isolated
State : Imagine a very large town, at the centre of a fertile plain which is
crossed by no navigable river or canal. Throughout the plain the soil is capable
of cultivation and of the same fertility. Far from the town, the plain turns
into an uncultivated wilderness which cuts off all communication between this
State and the outside world. There are no other towns on the plain. The
central town must therefore supply the rural areas with all manufactured
products, and in return it will obtain all its provisions from the surrounding
countryside. The mines that provide the State with salt and metals are near
the central town which, as it is the only one, we shall in future call simply
“the Town”.

The concept of land rent described by J. H. von Thiinen is as follows : Every
farm is endowed with buildings, fences, timber and other objects of value
which may be seperated from the land. It follows that the income of the farm
does not entirely derive from land but is in part the interest on the capital
invested in these objects.

The author analysed the concept of land rend and criticized the doctorine
of J. H. von Thiinen, Especially the author studied the processes of the

calculation of 1 bushel of rye =—2—7]%:2——_~?_'36§£thalers which is the price of grain

detemined in the various districts of the Isolated State and i

wg—gi}_%\;-"thalers that
is transport cost per load of 2,400 Ib. provided x miles is the distance from
the market to the farm, and the determination of land rent. And further the
author compared the land rent of the improved and the three-field systems on
conditions that these two systems were not merely plots of the same size and
soil of the same basic quality, but also soil that has reached the same level of
mean fertility in order to understand deeply the concept of land rent by J. H.
von Thiinen.

*Professor of Industrial Management, the Faculty of Textile Science and Technology,
Shinshu University,



