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Summary

The course of injury and the controlling method of the caterpillar, Phassus excrescens
BuTLER, which gives severe damages to the aerial lead cable at Sanjo City and its nei
ghbourhood in Niigata Prefeture, are researched in this report.

The larva bores a holl and lives in the piths of various host plants such as Paulounia,
the older, the moxa-plant, the pampas-grass etc, The larvae which inhabit in herbaceous stems,
reaching 2 or 3 instar, disperse from the stéms. Rare individuals of them happen to climb
up the telephone pole and walk along the lead cable. Then the cable sheath is occasionally
gnawed by them. This is the principal course of the cable damage caused by the caterpillar.
Therefore it is requested for controlling the damage to make the pole free from the larvae

at dispersive stages.
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