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Comparison of Food Habit in Several Strains of Epilachna yasutomii Distributing in Nagano Prefecture,

Central Japan.

Toshikazu MASUZAWA and Rieko WATANABE
Department of Crop and Animal Science, Facully of Agriculiure, Shinshu University

Abstract : In order to elucidate the food availability of Epilachna yasutomii group, i.

e. Ey, T-Ex, T-H - Ey,

K-H - Ey and K-Ex were selected and reared supplying with 6 host plant species, i. . Solanum tuberosum, S.

melongena, Scopolia japonica, Caulophyllum robustum, Cirsium nipponicuwm and Chelidonium Jjaponicum in the
laboratory. Higher emergence rate was obtained for S. tuberosum and S. japonica in all strains used in this
experiment. The emergence rate of T-Ex and K-H - Ey on C. robustum was higher than that of Ey, T-H -
Ey and K-Ex. And the lowest value was shown by K-Ex. It is reported by Yasutomi ( 1976 ) that Ey does not
feed C. japonicum in Nagano Prefecture, Central Japan. But in the present experiment, the emergence rate
of Ey was 30%. Further it is reported by Yasutomi ( 1976 ) that T-Ex may be able to achive complete the full
development on C. japonicum. But in the present experiment, the emergence rate of T-Ex was extremly low
of ca. 30%. All strains could not feed on C. #nipponicum. The larval development became rapid on 5.
tuberosum and S. japowica in the all strains, however it was protracted slightly on C. #obustum and C.
Japonicum. It is considered that the 4 strains except K-Ex have similar food habit.
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