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Traditional ecological knowledge of natural resource management in satoyama
vegetation as source of building materials of traditional farmhouses in Japan

IDA, Hideyuki
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We examined traditional knowledge of sustainable natural resource use associated
with the traditional farmhouses in central Japan from an ecological perspective. We found that tree
species composition in nearby forests determined how wood is used, and that wood strength in structural
timber is important. Satoyama forest is used as a timber source and is characterized by the patchy
distribution of trees; it is managed sustainably, using the regeneration traits of varying tree species.
In semi-natural grasslands that produce thatching material, annual burning and mowing are used to
maintain a high quality of thatching grass. Thus, people living in traditional farmhouses are a rich
source of traditional ecological knowledge that can be used to sustainably manage natural resources.
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