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Under imperial command, many fine Waka poems were collected in the
twenty-one anthologies of poems from many books such as Kokin-Waka-Shu (A Collection of Ancient and
Modern Poetry) published at the beginning of the 10th century, up to Shin-Shoku-Kokin-Waka-Shu
(Second New Collection of Ancient and Modern Poetry) published in the mid-15th century. These
authorized anthologies cannot be analyzed without considering their respective political situation
because the ancient Chinese thoughts on manners and music, which is widespread in east Asian
Confucianism culture with China being the center, has been one of the backbone ideologies for the
compilation of the 21 anthologies of Waka selected and edited by the Japanese emperors

Chokusen-Wakashu  during the Heian and Muromachi era. Hence, a deep understanding of the
foundations of this ancient thoughts on manners and music, especially understanding the ancient
Chinese music, is indispensable to the studies on the anthology of Waka
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