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Kazushige Yamaki,”' Tsunehide Chino,’ Hiroyuki Fujisaki,’ Masahide Hayashi,' Akira Hiyane, Yusuke Kanazawa,’ Akemi
Saitou,” Shigemitsu Shibasaki,’ Masaya Takahashi,” Ryuhei Tsuji’ (2014) The Role of Social Networks in Supporting Rural Devel-
opment in Depopulated Areas: A Case Study of Kuzumaki Town, Iwate Prefecture. J Jpn For Soc 96: 221-228 In order to revi-
talize depopulated areas, rural development using local natural resources is important. This case study examined the role of human net-
work in rural development using social network analysis, focusing on Kuzumaki Town in Iwate Prefecture. The present and former town
mayors were located displaying their leadership at the center of their respective networks when they are or were in office. The core net-
work consisted of the town mayor, vice-town mayor, leaders in joint public-private ventures and forest association in the town. The
highly cohesive network between these local leaders across sectional barriers supported the town mayors  leadership. In addition, the
dense network has remained stable across the two periods, forming bonding social capital. On the other hand, actors in the core network
had a lot of ties with actors not only inside but also outside the town, functioning as bridging social capital to obtain diverse resources
from outside the town.

Key words: rural development, social network, leadership, social capital, Kuzumaki Town
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