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A Case of Afferent Loop Obstruction after Distal Gastrectomy
with Billroth II Reconstruction : A Case Report and Review of Literature

Masami URAKAWA, Tatsuo IKENO, Norihiko FURUSAWA and Hideyuki ICHIKAWA
Department of Surgery, JA Nagano Koseiren Shinonoi General Hospital

We report a case of afferent loop obstruction after distal gastrectomy. A 49-year-old woman with upper
abdominal pain was admitted to our hospital. She had a past history of distal gastrectomy combined with
Billroth II reconstruction without Braun anastomosis for gastric carcinoma and bilateral oophorectomy for
ovarian metastases 10 months before this admission. Laboratory findings showed a high level of serum amylase
and abdominal CT revealed severe dilatation of the afferent loop. Judging from these findings, we diagnosed
this case as afferent loop obstruction after distal gastrectomy and performed emergency surgery. Torsion of
the afferent loop made the intestinal tract lapse into necrosis, and partial resection of about 20 cm of the
intestinal tract including the necrotic lesion was done.

Exact preoperative diagnosis of afferent loop obstruction is very difficult as in this case. A high level of
serum amylase and a characteristic CT with dilatation of the afferent loop may be useful diagnostic findings
for this disease. In addition, it is said that too long or too short an afferent loop may cause this disease and
Braun anastomosis may prevent it from occurring. In this case, a long afferent loop might have been the cause
of the disease, and Braun anastomosis might have better been done to prevent it. Shinshu Med J 54 : 401—

405, 2006 (Received for publication June 21, 2006 ; accepted in revised form August 16, 2006)
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