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Clinical Study of 21 Cases of Cystic Lesions of the Pancreas
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Twenty-one cases of cystic lesions of the pancreas were studied. The cases consisted of 13 pseudocysts
(postinflammatory 12, post-traumatic 1) and 8 true cysts (carcinoma 6, adenoma 1, hyperplasia 1). The cases
of true cyst included 4 mucin-producing pancreatic tumors. Pain was the most common complaint at the time
of admission in patients with cystic lesions. In diagnostic imaging the characteristic findings of true cysts were
septa, thick wall and tumor protrusion within the cyst. Pseudocysts were treated by distal pancreatectomy,
cyst-jejunostomy, pancreaticojejunostomy, external drainage or puncture drainage. After these treatments
pain was controlled in more than 90% of cases. True cysts were treated by distal pancreatectomy, total
pancreatectomy or pancreaticoduodenectomy for resectable cases, and intra-operative radiation for unresecta-
ble cases. The prognosis of true cysts was good in resectable cases, but poor in unresectable cases. Most of
the resectable cases were mucin-producing pancreatic tumors. Shinshu Med J 41: 15—20, 1993
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