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In Nagano Prefecture, mass screening for neuroblastoma began in October, 1984, It is carried
out for all children who have reached six months of age. During the period from the start to
December, 1988, 77,108 children received this screening (acceptance rate 75%). Thirty-three child-
ren were ju&ged positive, and all of them underwent thorough medical examination. In 17
children, a diagnosis of neuroblastoma was made (detection rate 0.022%) by their first birthday.
Ten cases were male and 7 were female. The primary lesions were in the adrenal glands in 6
cases, retroperitoneum in 8 cases, and posterior mediastinum in 3 cases. Sixteen out of 17 cases
were free from clinical symptoms. In 12 cases an abdominal mass was palpable on admission. As for
Stage, 7 cases were at Stage 1, 2 at T, 4 at I, 2 at IVA, and 2 at IVB. All cases, including
4 cases who had received pre-operative chemotherapy, underwent surgery to extirpate the
tumor. Post-operatively, all cases at Stage I and one at Stage 1 received chemotherapy
according to James' protocol, and all of the remaining cases were placed on chemotherapy with
a combination of CDDP and other cytotoxic agents. The average period from the first exami-
nation at the mass screening to the start of treatment was 23 days. All the patients are alive
and have not relapsed for 17 months on average after the start of treatment. Shinshu Med.
J., 87:368—868, 1989
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