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SUBTOTAL RESECTION OF VERTEBRAL BODY
IN CERVICAL MYELOPATHY

Koji WADA, Hiroaki YAMAOKA, Kuniyoshi OHTSUKA
and Etsuo OUCHI
Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, Shinshu University School of Medicine
(Director : prof. Kenji FUJIMOTO)

WADA, K., YAMAOKA, H,, OHTSUKA, K. and OUCHI, E, Subtotal resection of vertebral
body in cervical myelopathy. Shinshu Med. J., 28 419-425, 1980

It has been our policy at the Orthopaedic Department of Shinshu University Hospital, since
1976, to treat cervical myelopathy which was caused by narrowing of the spinal canal extending
for two or more adjoining vertebrae, by subtotal resection of the bodies and fusion with an
iliac bone-graft packed into the gutter made after the subtotal removal. This procedure was
carried out in eight pétients with excellent or good results in seven and slight improvement in
one, There was no failure of spinal fusion. We believe that subtotal resection of the bodies
and fusion is one of the most encouraging methods for the treatment of cervical myelopathy
with multiple disc involvement, because it provides sufficient decompression of the spinal cord

and reliable fusion. (Received for publication ; March 29, 1980)
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