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As the diagnostic techniques of early cancer of the stomach have been improved and more
widely used, even very small lesions of stomach cancers can be now frequently detected.

From 1965 to 1975, 25 patients with small lesions of stomach cancer, less than 2 em in diamet-
er, were found in the Second Department of Internal Medicine, Shinshu University, and underwent
surgery. Based on their diameters of the lesions, they were classified as “small cancer” (10—20
mm) and “minute cancer” (less than 10mm) and then the clinical and pathologic findings of each
group were discussed. As most patients with the small cancer developed abdominal pain, it was
easy to detect these lesions by routine upper GI series. . Histologically, about a half of the small
cancers were revealed to have infiltrations to the submucosa. In contrast, most patients with the
minute cancer were incidentally found without GI symptoms.

Endoscopic examination of the stomach was evaluated to be much more effective than upper
GI series. In 80 % of the minute cancers, the lesions were observed to be localized only at the
mucosal layer. Furthermore, none of the metastatic lymph nodes were detected in patients with
the minute cancers. Endoscopic examination should be routinely employed for the detection of

“minute cancer”.

Key words : /NEJE (small stomach cancer)
e/ NEIE (minute stomach cancer)
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