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Clinical studies on serum butanol
extractable iodine (BEI) in
thyroid diseases
Part 1: BEI in various thyroid diseases

Satoshi Iwasaki
Department of Surgery, Faculty of Medicine,
Shinshu University
(Director : K. Maruta)

BEI in normal adults ranges from 3.5 to 7.2
r/dl (5.17/dl on an average), which is always
lower than PBI and the difference between PBI
and BEI (PBI-BEI) shows 0.87/dl on an
average. BEI in myxedema is subnormal. BEI in
simple goiter is normal. BEI in malignant goiter
with thyrotoxic symptoms is higher than normal,
while BEI in that without thyrotoxic symptoms is
normal, BEI in about a half of the cases of
subacute thyroiditis is higher than normal. In all
cases of thyrotoxicosis and Graves' disease BEI is
above normal. In various thyroid diseases the
difference between PBI and BII (PBI-BEI) is
always 1.0r/dl or so,



