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Paddy Field Dermatitis in Nagano
Prefecture

2. Seasonal Changes in Percentage of
Segmentina Infected by Cercaria
Sturniae and Pathogenity of
Other Cercariae
Hiroshi Kamijima
Department of Pathology, Faculty of Medicine,
Shinshu University
(Director : Prof. T. Nasu)

Many causes have been given for the paddy
field dermatitis but TANABE et al, believe that
Cercaria sturniae which enters through the human
skin is the cause of snch endemic dermatitis as
Koganbyo, Nishidaibyo and Suidenbyo.

In the researches made in 1956 and 1957 of
the paddy fields in the cities of Matsumoto and
Ueda (Nagano Pref.) 0.6~8.0% of the Segmentina
nitidella contained Cercaria sturniae. It was also
confirmed experimentally that this cercaria could
produce a dermatitis.

As cases of cercaria dermatitis can be found
among those of the paddy field dermatitis, it is
probable that there is a wide distribution of Cerc~
aria sturniae dermatitis all over Japan, The perce-
ntage of cercaria found in the Segmentina nitidella
differs according to the year, month and season
and may differ a great deal even within the same
year. Two types of cercaria other than Sturniae
and Schistosoma have been described and the
pathogenity’ has been experimentally studied,



