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Anthropological Observation of the
Tongue on the Ainu and Japanese
Norio Nishijima, Masanori Nishijima
and Moritaka Nonagase
Department of Anatomy, Faculty of Medicine,
Shinshu University
(Director : Prof. M. Suzuki).

The authors observed the tongue (1. Type of
contour, 2. Type and degree of the groove on the
dorsum of tongue, 3. Diprese-type and number of
the fungiform-papillae) in the living 259 pure Ainu,
375 mixied Ainu and 292 Japanese,

We divided the samples into four age-classes
and investigated the percentage of occurrence of
various types in each classes with the advance of
age, The differences of these data among the three
races (pure Ainu, mixed Ainu and Japanese) were
also studied.

The results were summarized as follows:

1) We proved a distinct variation with the adv-
ance of age, but the tendency of the variation was
almost similar among the three races.

2) We did not find any distinct difference on the
whole, but some significant differences were found
in certain age-classes among the three races.

We think that it will be able to clarify, in the
future, an interesting point of heredity on the ton- .
gue through the family examination.
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