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Five Cases of Chronic Zinc Poisoning
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Osamu KONNO, and Kunike KODATAT

Department of Internal Medieine, Facnlty of Medicine, Shinshu Univeraity.

(Director: Prof.

Y. Oshima)

Many acute cases of zine vapor poisoning have been reported as metal fume fever, hut

chronic cases were rarely secen. In a foundery in Matsumoto we found recently five cases

and clinically investigated them.

They had acute complaints of high fever and joint pain,

and chronic complaints of cough, sleeplessness, weariness, palpitation and nose bleeding. Bloo-

dy sputum was found in all ecases.

But no physical changes were confirmed except mild

anemia and lowering of liver fumetion in three umskilled workers, In one case, whose serum

and urine showed maximal zinc content of 107/ce and 8.57/cc respectively (estimated with

dithizon paper chromatography), neuritis of left leg, black pigmentation of gum, hypofune-

tion Cor slight injury) of liver and pancreas, muscular atrophy and paesthesia of left thigh,

and difficulty in walking. Lead poisoning was also suspected to he complicated in this: ease.

With the decrease of zine content in the serum and wurine of patients, the clinical complaints

physical sigus also diminished.
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Studies on Trichomonas vaginalis, 1)

of Triehomonas vaginalis
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We obtained pure eulture of Trichomonas vaginalis with the following culture media added
with 250u/ce of penicillin and Img/ce of streptomyein; (1) Davis and Hirschberg’s media

(TLocke’s solution containing O. 195

asparagin, and covered with liquid paraffin layer), (2)

Chiba-Tanabe’s media (Lo the 1.5% agar slant containing O. 1% asparagin, considerable

amount - of Ringer’s solution containing 1028 serum and 2

(8) Berum-glucose-meat extract broth containing cystein  hydrochloride,

Ioopful wheat flour were added),
(4) Asami’s media



