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Vegetation Change by Grass Cutting Control on the Paddy
Field Embankment in Obasute area, Nagano Prefecture

Takuo BABA*, Noboru SONEHARA**, Seigo ITOH***

Baba Forest Plants Institute*, General Environmental institute, Co.**,
Laboratory of Green Environmental culture Course, Faculty of Agriculture,
Shinshu Universiy***

Summary

A Numbers of abandoned paddy fields has rapidly increased because their slopes are usually steep and
difficult to cultivate. Therefore, many volunteer works try to keep the landscape of paddy fields. Obasute
area in Nagano Prefecture is famous for it’s beautiful landscape-each paddy field has moon reflection and
many Japanese poems (Haiku) have been made. This paddy field landscape is also kept by volunteers’ help,
but farmers have continued most of the agriculture works and their works are very hard. This paper aims
to study the relationship between grass cutting control and the vegetation of paddy field embankment.
Surveying results show that the frequence of grass cutting occur Miscanthus Sinensis (Susuki) or Zoysia
japonica (Siba) dominant type in the vegetational succession, and also occures Imperata cylindrica
(Chigaya) dominant type in the various vegetation as the medium type between above two changes. These
results suggest that the frequence and the season of grass cutting occur the variation of vegetation on the

paddy field embankment.

Key word : enbankment slope, mowing work, plant succession, grass

maragement, vegetation conservation, paddy field





