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An Investigation into the Actual Condition of the Use of Faculty Library
during 1998 and 1999

The Branch Library Committee of Faculty of Agriculture
serving concurrently as the Editorial Board of Journal of the Faculty of Agriculture
and
The Branch Library Office of Faculty of Agriculture, Shinshu University

Summary

Following the extension of opening time in week days since 1996, the faculty library also made it
opened from 10 : 00 to 16 : 00 on Saturday since April of 1998. In order to examine the condition of the use
of library during these newly opened times, numbers of persons staying in reading room (and stack room)
and lobby (and copying room) of the library were checked from 10: 30 to 15: 30 at one hour interval on
Saturday as well as from 17: 30 to 19: 30 at 30 min. intervals in week days. The counting of visitor
numbers were also carried out from 9: 00 to 17 : 00 at one hour interval in week days in one week of the
periods of ordinary lesson and school examination in semesters of 1998 and 1999, respectively.

Total numbers of user of the library in a day were estimated as 100~150 during the ordinary lesson
period and over 200 during the examination period on the basis of the result of check over a whole day
(09 : 00~19: 30). Of these users 60~709% were in reading room and 30~409 were in lobby at the check
time in average throughout the whole day, although the rate of persons in lobby was higher in the morning.
In the ordinary lesson period the number of users was relatively small in the morning, increased gradually
during hours in the afternoon and, after reaching peak at 16 : 00~17 : 00, decreased gradually thereafter.
Similar pattern of the change was also observed in the examination period, although the number started
to rise already from the morning and reached peak a little earlier, at 15: 00~16: 00. The number of
persons staying in the library during the extended open time (17 : 30~19 : 30) was about one fourth of the
total number of users throughout the whole day.

The number of users in the evening in 1998 and 1999 was considerably larger than those in 1996 and
1998, but patterns of its change along with the school calendar and with the time in a day and during a
week were almost the same between two censuses.

The number of users on Saturday was less than one third of those during day time of week days in
average, but the number varied largely during the period examined. In general the number increased
according to the progress of school semester and around 100 or more users came to the library on
Saturday in the examination period, but there were also some days in which a large number of persons
came to the library in spite of the day far before the examination. Users were a few in the morning. Their
number increased in the afternoon and reached peak just or a little before the closing time. It may be
better to re-consider the more proper opening time on Saturday. The rate of users in the lobby was 20
~309% on Saturday, being lower than that in week days.





