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The Perspective of a Comparative Study of the Modern Agricultural Structure
in East-Asia

Koichi KATO
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Summary

“The economic growth of East-Asia” has turned into an economic crisis lately. We realize a premotion
of the beginning of “the world crisis in the end of the twenty-century”. While earlier studies on “the
economic growth of East-Asia” have increased our understandings of the East-Asian economic growth
from the standpoint of rapid industrialization, no study, so far ; has analyzed the economic growth from
the viewpoint of agriculture, It is in this context, the present study was undertaken with a view to
propose a basic thougt to make clear the mechanism of the East-Asian economic growth embracing the
area of agriculture. Attempt was also made simultaneously to undestand the fundamental cause of recent
economic crisis. Concretely, we started from a fundamental understunding on the structure of reproduc-
tion (social circulation of commodity, money, means of production, and labor force) in East-Asian
capitalism and compare the forms of predominately peasant agriculture in East-Asia. Major observations
of the report are as follows.

(1) This report makes clear the structure of reproduction in East-Asian capitalism, which is interacted
with each other: Japan, Korea, and Taiwan. We termed the structure of reproduction “the type of
dependence on foreign capital and foreign market”.

(2) This report considers Korean capitalism, which was emerged there after emancipation from the
Japanese occupation, as the model of “the type of dependence on foreign capital and foreign market”,
and discusses the reasons for emergence of such type of capitalism in Korea.

(3) In light of the nature of capitalism developed, this report makes clear of the transformation process
of the peasant agricultural structure-the dominant form of agriculture in East-Asia.

(4) This report proposes that transformation process of the peasant to modern agriculture should be
viewed as a cross-country comparison in East-Asia, instead of considering the phenomenon in each

contry.

Key word : East-Asia capitalism, the structure of reproduction “the type of dependence on foreign capital

and foreign market”, peasant agricultural structure





