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Study of Farmer’s Gardens in Mountain Villages III

—— Garden in Agricultural Plots,
in case of the Hiji Area of Hase Village ——

Seigo ITOH

Laboratory of Landscape Architecture Department of Forest Science,
Faculty of Agriculture, Shinshu Univercity

Summary

In Study I of Farmer’s Gardens in Mountainous villages, various forms of the
buildings and borders were looked at. In Study II the hobby lifestyle on farms was
looked at, showing how each family member enjoyed the garden in their own way and
how by the variety of plants, the preparation and care taken, that as a hobby the skills
were high and that the gardens provided both a practical and pyschological role in farm
lifestyle.

In this study we examine how these gardens develop, not ofen from a new plan, so
much as are a natural development into garden space of vacant land left after position-
ing of buildings and the necessities of farm work have been established. We also
examine how there are changes from farm land to housing land and how this changes
the use of plots to gardens.

The space for gardens depends on the placement of buildings. The use of space
between buildings and borders for gardens, and the change of vecant and working
gardens to pleasure gardens have been seen in the last 20 to 30 years. This is relative
to an increase in leisure hobies. Gardens can be devided into entrace, work, front and
back, laneway and kichen gardens. Half of the work gardens became front gardens,
while half remain as work gardens. Rear gardens have been made historically but we
can now see an increase in the number of front gardens being made. The kitchen garden
contains the clothesline and a washing area. In the gaps between buildings and roads

we can also see garedns being made. We can see the influence of family members on the
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placement and use of gardens in the separation of gardens into entrace, work, front,
back, laneway and kitchen gardens. We can conclude that the original form of farm
gardens remains, while new garden development emphasisses modern lifestyle and
hobbies.

(Jour. Fac. Agric. Shinshu Univ. 31: 73-86, 1994)
Key words : agricultural plot, garden, mountain village
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