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Recommended season for gathering the galls of Actinidia

polygama, a wild medical plant
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Summary

The present study aimed to determine the optimal season for harvesting galls from silver vine
(Actinidia polygama (Sieb. et Zucc.) Planch. ex Maxim.), a wild medicinal plant in Japan. A 25 m? quadrat
was surveyed at Yochi and another at Terasawayama in Ina City, Nagano Prefecture. Galls that dropped
on the ground were collected and weighed at weekly intervals from July to September in 2011 and 2012.
The results showed that galls fell from trees for 50 to 60days, starting at the end of July before peaking
in early to mid-August then decreasing toward mid-September. The total dry weight of galls collected in
each quadrat ranged from approximately 200 to 400 g, with the quantity and peak week differing between
sites depending on the habitat and time of year. At both sites, approximately 80 to 90 % of all the galls
collected was collected in three consecutive weeks, i.e. the weeks before during and after gall collection
peaked. The number of fruit collected per day and average gall weight showed a good fit with a
logarithmic curve in each habitat and year, indicating that the largest galls fell when gall collection
peaked. Regarding weather conditions, a narrow average daily temperature range and an absence of
rainfall appeared to favor gall collection. Together, these factors could be used to optimally predict the

onset of the gall collection season in different areas.

Key word : Actinidia polygama, Gall, Fruit drop, Collecting season. Weather condition





