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Behavioural responses of wild sika deer to life-size deer decoys
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Summary

The behavioural responses of wild sika deer, Cervus nippon, to life-size deer decoys were investigated
with the goal of reducing the labour involved in culling deer. A few deer showed avoidance and escape
behaviours from the decoy, while most deer showed behavioural responses that did not involve caution.
The percentage of deer that showed investigative behaviours, such as watching, sniffing, and touching the
decoy, was 399 in spring and 469§ in autumn in the Mukaiyama pasture and 739§ in autumn in the
Shizunai pasture. Sexual behaviour of male deer toward the decoy was observed. The photographed
frequency of deer showing recumbency behaviour beside multiple decoys (35.4+58.2/ 100 camera days)
was significantly (P <0.05) greater than at the side of a single decoy (0.7+2.2/100 camera days). These
results show that the deer recognised the decoys socially, and that decoys are useful for enticing deer into

specific areas.In
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