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Movement and space use of Asiatic black bear (Ursus thibetanus)

in Satochi-satoyama areas
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Summary

In rural areas of Kami-Ina area in Nagano Prefecture, Asiatic black bear appear and cause intensive

crop damage especially on corn fields, every summer. In order to control these damages, the city

government mainly eliminates, and releases the bear captured near the crop land. However, a better

solution has to be considered. We investigated movement, and space use of one GPS-collared male black
bear in the cultivated area from 2008 to 2010. The GPS collared bear appeared in the corn field at night,

and pathways between montane region and the cultivated area were created along the series of woodland

along the Oizumi River. In 2008, the bear stayed at woodland adjacent to the corn field even during the

day. Also, the bear utilized the specific corn fields depending on the ripeness of the corn. In order to avoid

bears from the corn fields, we suggest to placing electric fence, and clear the woodland adjacent to corn

fields before to the corn ripen.
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