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Summary

Allowing cows to graze in forests is one way to increase the feed/self-sufficiency ratio. It has been
reported that cattle damage young forests by biting branches or trampling the roots of trees. However,
the only suitable land for grazing is in old forest because of the decrease in young forest due to clear
-cutting and the reduction in current forestry production. This study examined the peeling damage to old
trees resulting from the behaviour of forest-grazing cows. Five 2.9-year-old Japanese Black cows were
grazed in an old larch forest (8.5ha, 40years old) in Yamanashi Prefecture. Each cow was observed for
16hours continuously for 2days. Rubbing behaviour by each cow for grooming was recorded, distinguishing
the body parts and objects rubbed. The results showed that no peeling damage to trees occurred. Most
rubbing behaviour involved the horns were used the least often. More than half of the rubbing behaviour
was observed near the watering place. In conclusion, cattle that graze in old forest do not damage trees
at the grazing density studied.
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