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The effects of dry distillate of herbs on the fecal odor of cats

Katsuki KoH, Tae KaAwaANIsSHI, Kurumi ToMITA and Masato MOCHIZUKI

Department of Food Production Science, Faculty of Agriculture, Shinshu University

Summary

The present study was performed to evaluate the effect of a dry distillate of herbs (DDH) on the fecal

odor and odorous compounds of cats. Adult female cats received 10041/day of DDH with dry cat food for

13 days. Fresh feces were collected 8 times (before and on days 3, 7 and 13 of DDH administration, and

on days 3, 8, 15 and 40 after administration was stopped). Fecal odor intensity and ammonia and volatile

fatty acids in feces were measured. Fecal odor intensity tended to increase and ammonia decrease as a

result of DDH administration, although there were no significant differences. Volatile fatty acids, such as,

acetic, propionic, iso-butyric, butyric, iso-valeric, valeric acids were detected in the feces. The concentra-

tion of acetic acid was greatest, and those of iso-valeric and iso-butyric acids were small and negligible,

respectively. The concentrations of acetic and propionic acids increased as a result of DDH administra-

tion, and the levels were kept high until day 15 after the administration was stopped, suggesting that DDH

facilitates microbial fermentation in the gut. In conclusion, DDH administration has little effect on odor

intensity, but seems to improve the intestinal flora in cats.

Key word : cat, fecal odor, ammonia, volatile fatty acids, dry distillate of herbs



