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Present Situation and Problems of River Basin System

Masao Koike! « Hiromichi Hayashi® and Steffen Haborbosch?

1. Faculty of Agriculture, Shinshu University
2. The United Graduated School of Agricultural Science, Gifu University

The main forest policy of 1990 reminds us of the River Basin management system. About ten years
have passed since the framework of the River Basin management had been implemented. The following
study demonstrates how this system was working below the Chikuma River which is situated at the
Nagano prefecture.

After World War II, a bulk stand of ceader forest was planted around the Chikuma River, which
needs thinning measures. The framework should instruct of all functions, from forest planning measures
to final using of the thinned timber for house construction.

Some institutions introduced enterprises to support those functions, but new problems, such as sale of
products, have generated. The River Basin Forestry Activating Center supervises fundamental functions
of River Basin management system, but I think that up to now the activities of River Basin management
are confined only to some limited fields, such as timber production and use department. Amore progres-
sive framework, containing all the various forest functions should be constructed to manage the River

Basin system more effectively.

Key Word ; Forest Policy, River Basin system, Chikuma River, Nagano Prefecture, Lumber market.



