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The Socio-Economic Conditions Necessary for the Existence of
Yakihata-Ringyo in the case of Sanpoku-cho in Niigata Prefecture.

By Sumiyoshi ARIKI
Laboratory of Forest Landscape Planning, Fac. Agri., Shinshu Univ.

Summary

Yakihata-Ringyo, a combination system of swidden-cultivation and afforestation,
belongs to agroforestry of Taungya type and it is a typical form of agroforestry in Japan.

Yakihata-Ringyo has been formed and developed as a rational land use system in
agriculturally marginal land in Japan. After World War II, Yakihata-Ringyo disappeared
in many of Yakihata-Ringyo areas in Japan, however in the case of Sanpoku-cho in
Niigata Prefecture Yakihata-Ringyo has been continuing to present time in spite of a
temporary decline around 1960.

In this paper, I aimed to analyse the reason why Yakihata-Ringyo in Sanpoku-cho
has been continuing to present time.

The conclusion is as follows: In present-day Sanpoku-cho, the socio-economic
conditions necessary for the existence of Yakihata-Ringyo are

1) a realization of exclusive large and middle scale possession in forestland,

2) the reverse side of the first, a formation of the lower-class people who have
scarcely forestland, though they are not destitute of food because they possess
some arable land and they can also obtain wage income,

3) the lower-class male people are almost drawn to the fields of industry and the
population in rural areas decrease due to an enlarged industrial labour market, and
farm women remaining at home will to swidden-cultivate for a cash income with
a commodity crop,

4) an establishment of distribution market of such commodity crop,

5) and lastly, a willingness and initiative for afforestation on the side of large and
middle scale forest owners.

These conditions as a whole are deemed contributing now to a realization of
Yakihata-Ringyo, in which the lower-class farm women cultivate for a cash income in
forests possessed by large and middle scale owners who are willing to afforest them in
an economical way.



