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Summary

Kasen Form of Haikai; Its Birth and Completion

AKIMASA HIGASHI

From the early stage of Haikai, Hyakuin had been regarded as the orthodox form.
During Kanbun era (1661-1673), the so-called Kasen form composed of 36 verses drew
attention of Haikai poets and gradually became popular resulting in publication of Obae-
shu in 1663 (Kanbun 3) and Kasenzoroe in 1666 (Kanbun 6).

The number of works and publication of Kasen form rapidly increased in Empo era
(1673-1680) to such an extent to bring about a kind of literary movement for Kasen
form. Among the leaders were Shigeyori Matsue and his followers, Yuzan Takano,
Harusumi Aoki and Gonsui Ikenishi. Kasen form had gained ground this way.

It was partly because a change had taken place in the way to follow up the prece-
ding verse. The so-called Monozuke and Kokorozuke methods developed into Nioizuke
method. This change resulted in a slow-down in forming an entire Hyakuin and it

became virtually impossible to finish composing 100 verses in a day. It was also because
the traditional Hyakuin came to be recognized not necessarily superior as a form and

Kasen better integrated and more artistic.
It was Basho who linked Nioizuke and Kasen, and brought up Kasen to an artistic
completion. He completed this unique art in his work in 1682 (Tenna 2), which became

a decisive turning point of the shift from Hyakuin to Kasen form.





