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Annexation and Consolidation of Municipalities and the Names of
New Communities
MURAYAMA, Ken'ichi

[Abstracts]

The number of municipal corporations in Japan has reduced by half
between 1999 to 2006, by the national government’s policy on local finance.
There are two ways to reduce the number of municipalities, annexation
and consolidation. In the case of consolidation, one of the important
problems is how to name new communities. In this paper, I analyzed
how new community names were selected, and pointed out the problems
about them. About 50% of newly consolidated communities adopted
one of former community names. About 40% adopted the famous place-
names of the area. And 10% invented new names. Two new tendencies
were found in naming. (1) In case of invention, words denoting favorable
images but have no relations with the places are often used as new
community names. (2) In some cases community names are written in only
KANA characters. These tendencies were made as consequences of com-
promising processes between old communities which made new one, but
weakened intangible property of communities, the power of place-name.
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