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KAMIKOCHI at the Early Showa Era: The Exploitation of Water—
Power Resources, Conservation of Nature, and National Park
MURAYAMA, Ken'ichi

[Abstracts]

Kamikochi had been gradually known to mountain climbers as the
Holy Land for climbers, in Meiji Era. But at the beginning of Showa, the
situation surrounding Kamikochi was changing. The conflict between
the exploiting water-power resources and the nature conservation was
emerging. In 1924, the plan to build a dam in the heart of Kamikochi
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announced. Those who claimed the conservation of nature began
counter-movements, and sirived to make Kamikochi a reservation
district. Ultimately the dam plan was rejected, and an alternate plan
to use Taishoike Pond as a pool for the hydro was realized. This made
an unanticipated effect. Operation to construct generating stations
also constructed the driveway to Kamikochi, and many visitors could
enter there. In consequence, Kamikochi was known as a first class
playground in Japan.

Keywords Kamikochi, the exploitation of water-power resouirces,
national park, the conservation of nature, beautiful scenary
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