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The Transformation and the diffusion of “Otaku” Stereotypes
and the Establishment of “Akihabara” as a Place-brand
Satoru Kikuchi

[Abstract]

Since the end of the 1990s, Akihabara has been radically changed and
made into a sanctuary for otakus, establishing “Akihabara” as a place-
brand. This is apparently related to the diffusion and transformation of
otaku stereotypes caused by cultural and economical changes in Japan.

In this study, the questionnaire was first administered to 368 under-
graduate students, in order to examine the relationship between the
transformation and the diffusion of otaku stereotypes. The data of its
research also revealed the relationship between otaku stereotypes and
Akihara as a place-brand, then these analyses were compared with the
data of the precedent one (Kikuchi, 2000).

One of the things this study reveals is that last ten years the negative
image of otaku stereotypes has been decreased. Another important
change is observed in the analysis of the answerers free comments
on otaku stereotypes. In the new research, the word, Akihabara is
frequently used to talk about typical otaku fashions or hobbies though
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such tendency was not recognized in the 1998 research. Considering
these changes, this study further discusses the characteristics of
Akihabara as a representative place-brand in Japan.

Keywords Otaku, Akihabara, text mining, correspondence analysis.
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