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Competitive power of the local brand by brand identity : Case of
Takahata-machi, Yamagata.
Junichiro Sasaki

[Abstract]

In general, definition differs between the competitive power by a
brand, and the competitive power by a local brand. Usually, a synergistic
effect is between the charm of an area, and the product of an area. But I
consider that just the brand identity of the area itself bears the powerful
role which guarantees the quality of the individual brand (a specialty,
a tourist resort, and the brand of a life) in an area. The example of
Takahata-machi, Yamagata is suggested as follows. That is, “branding
of the area itself’ guarantees “branding of the individual product of an
area.” And so, just geographical/historical conditions are insufficient.
Efforts of a community improvement are primary importance. Efforts
of a community improvement “promise” (guarantee of quality) the
brand identity of the area itself. This supports the competitive power of
the local brand. The great customer will surely pay respect to the area
which steps up efforts. The competitive power of a local brand means
that areas respect each other mutually.

Key words brand identity, a local residents confidence and pride, a
guarantee of quality of the area itself, mutual respect of areas
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