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How the Positive Images of Places are Created

Ken'ichi Murayama

[Abstract] In this essay, I take two cases of place branding and con-
sider how positive images of places are created. Biei is a small town
in Hokkaido, situated in farm areas, but formerly few people knew
Biei. But it is now well-known as “the Town of Hills” and many tour-
ists visit to Biei. Otaru was known as an example of “sunset city”,
but now is well-known as “the City of Canals and Glassblowing” and
a tourist spot. I analyze the process of changing or creating the im-

ages of them, and indicate the importance of visual symbols (icons)

witch visualize and typify the positive elements of those places.
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