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Introduction to Community Branding Research

Monta Nakajima

[Abstract] The purpose of this paper is to review existing prac-
tices and studies in community branding (which means ‘place brand-
ing’ that takes into consideration the life of local residents) and to in-
vestigate the possibility of establishing a new research domain. The
study method relies mainly on reviewing documents, but original field-
work was also conducted.

In conclusion, this research shows the need to create a new discipline

called “community branding research” as a site of knowledge to ana-
lyze and evaluate from various angles the practices of community bra-

nding that are emerging across the land.
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