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Summary

A Study of J, H.von Thiinen (Part IIT) ; the Comparison
with the Theory of W, Christaller’s Central Places

Masaji Miyasaka*
(Received September 25, 1980)

The author studied characteristics of the Isolated State described by J. H.
von Thiinen, J. H. von Thiinen drew the following hypotheses in the Isolated
State : Image a vey large town, at the centre of a fetile plain which is crossed
by no navigable river or canal. Throughout the plain the soil is capable of culti-
vation and of the same fertility. For from the town, the plain turns into an
uncultivated wilderness which cuts off all communication between this State
and the outside world. There are no other towns on the plain. The central
town must therefore supply the rural areas with all manufactured products,
and in turn it will obtain all its provisions from the surrounding countryside.
The mines that provide the State with salt and metals are near the central
town which, as it is the only one, we shall in future call simply “the Town.”

W. Christaller described on the theory of central places by the method
of idealisation as well as J. H. von Thiinen in his book “Die zentralen Orte
in Stiddeutschland; eine dkonomisch-geographische Untersuchung iber die Gesetz-
miipigkeit der Verbreitung und Entwicklung der Siedlungen wut stadtischen
Funktiun, Jena, 1933".

Thiinen’s model works by assuming that most of the factors which normally
co-determine the Location of agricultural production are either uniform or
unique, so nutting them temporarily at rest: the climate, the quality of the
soil, the existence of alternative supplies or alternative markets, the quality
of management, the character of the transport network. Thus one can isolate
the operation of one factor: transport costs, as an expression of distance.

The author compared the Isalated State with the theory of W. Christaller’s
central places. And the author studied Karuizawa District as a sample in order
to verify,

* Professor of Industrial Management, the Faculty of Textile Science and Techno-
logy, Shinshu University.



