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ABSTRACT

Cotton fabrics were dyed with indigo (vat dye) and CI Reactive Red 120 (reactive dye), and then
enzymatically decomposed. When dyed with indigo, the cotton fabric was decomposed consistently up to ca.
50% and then further in two steps, showing no dye-concentration dependence. When dyed with reactive dye,
the cotton fabric was decomposed up to ca. 50% but no further decomposition was observed within the
observed time. Here the decomposition rate seems to depend inversely on the dye concentration. The results
indicate that indigo is attached physically to cellulose in an aggregated state and will not suppress the
enzyme activity. On the other hand, reactive dye is chemically linked to cellulose molecules near the free
edges of the crystallites (fringed micelles), so that the enzymatic reaction is prevented at those sites.
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