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“ Perhaps you have. never thought what your country means, continued
he, placing his hand on my shoulder; ¢it is all that surrounds you, all that
has brought you up and fed you, all that you have loved! These fields
ﬂl{zt you see, ‘these houses, these trees, thuse laughing girls who go along—
this is your eonntryl  The laws which protect you, the bread which pays
for. your' work, the words you interchange with others, the joy.and grief

which come to you from the men and things among which you live—this’

Is your country! The little room where you used to see your mother, the
remembrances she has left you, the earth whore she rtosts — this is your
countryl  You see i, you breathe it everywhere! Picture to . yourself, my
son, of your rights and your duties, your.alfections and your wants; your
past and your present blessings; write them all under a single name—and
that name will be your conntry,?’

I was trembling with emotion, and great tears were in my eyes,

“Ahl I understand,” eried {; ‘it is our home in large; it is that part
of the world where God hLas placed our body and our soul,*

o H H i
You are right, Jerome,” continued the old soldier; ‘‘so you compre-
hend also what we owe it,? '
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